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Sun visit the abode of the scavenger as well as of the
monarch 7 How could therefore God like to differentiate
between man and man ? So far as land was concerned it
belonged to all, and VI ted land-hold to rea-

i

lize that they were but trustees. Otherwise they would be

betraying ignorance of spiritual knowledge, because they
must realize that while the land remained where it was,
they had to hid goodbye to Mother Earth. He therefore
exhorted the people to contribute their quota in a befitting

manner.
D. M.

LABOUR'S SANCTION FOR PEACE

The organizers of the INTUC did well in
selecting Ahmedabad as the venue of its fourth
session which met early last week. Because this
was the place where Gandhiji inaugurated more
than thirty years ago, a ‘laboratory of the new
trade union movement suited to the conditions
in the East! and the researches made therein
have been made the basis of the countrywide
organization of Labour by the INTUC. During
that short and righteous struggle Gandhiji had
observed with his rare insight that “the rela-
tions between servant and master should be
hased not on the selfish interest of either, but on
the welfare of both, not in a spirit of this much
work for this much pay, but on mutual goodwill.”
This mutual goodwill or peace in all its ramifica-
tions was the main theme of the beautiful address
of Shrimati Anasuyabehn, who was the Chairman
of the Reception Committee. “ Truth and non-
violence,” she declared, “ are the basic principles
of the labour movement, and are the sustaining
principles of a healthy civie life which supply
the necessary impetus for a fight against injus-
tice....A trade union worker has to follow this
dynamie principle of Sarvodaya.”

The President of the session Shri Khandu-
bhai Desai amplified the same theme in the con-
text of the world situation. If the workers are
to be peaceful, they must be at peace among
themselves to begin with. They would be able to
be so only when the labour organizations, as the
President has rightly urged, ‘ concentrate their
energies and resources on bringing about social,
intellectual and moral uplift of the workers
through steady constructive social work on a
comprehensive scale’ We wish the INTUC

- would better have passed a detailed, independent
resolution on the constructive work in the labour
population and have appointed committees for
its systematic execution. This would have heen
the most scientific way of organizing labour for
peace. Has not Gandhiji said, “ The constructive
programme is the truthful and non-violent way
of winning Poorna Swaraj ?

The second front on which the working men
need be peaceful ds in their relationship with
their employers. The legal process of seeking
justice through Labour Courts and Appellate
Tribunal, though partially helpful in settling
many important issues, is highly expensive, dila-
tory and therefore disappointing. The indus-
trialists, on the other hand, are successful with
the help of an army of legal advisers in circum-
venting and cheating good labour of its dues.
Besides, this legal method engenders bitterness

and creates estrangement between the two
parties. The INTUC's resolution, therefore, on
the ‘reorientation of the national policy in re-
gard to the industrial relations’ is certainly
opportune and therefore, welcome. The reorien-
tation consists in ‘allowing increasingly greater
scope for voluntary agreements, in preference to
constant recourse to Tribunals’ or compulsory
arbitration. The resolution well finishes off with
an assertion that ‘the indigenous method
evolved by Mahatma Gandhi of negotiations and
voluntary arbitration creates goodwill and a
spirit of accommodation in both the parties and
therefore it is preferable.’ ;

Shri Khandubhai's strong plea for the re-
cognition of Labour's proper status in the pro-
ductive process of the country would be endorsed
by all save those inured to capitalistic thinking.

" He is right when he asserts that ‘ the community

as a whole is the real owner of the industry and
the erstwhile employer and the worker are
merely the servants of the community and that
they should play in the industrial production the
disciplined co-workers’ part without in any way
arrogating to themselves a role superior to each
other.” )
This is indeed a courageous solution of the
modern industrial malaise. But it may pertinent-
ly be asked whether the equality of Labour with
the industrialists would so easily be recognized
by the latter without any sanction on the part
of the former. It is true that if the Government
issue directives, as they should, ‘in consonance
with these objectives as a part of national policy
for Labour, it would induce the employers and
workers to discuss matters mutually and come
to terms rather than go to Tribunals for getting
awards.! But there is no help better than self-
help. If recourse to law courts is intended to he
lessened, the only sanction left with Labour is a
non-violent strike. A successful strike is an im-
possibility without an organized strength of
Labour and an organized strength is impossible
except through a methodical prosecution of the
constructive programme. The constructive work
alone is capable to bring about both the internal
reform and collective assertion of Labour. ‘ The
eighteenfold constructive programme,” Gandhiji
declares in the Harijan (21-4-1946) ‘with the
spinning wheel as its centre is the concrete ex-
pression of that spirit (of non-violence or Satya-
graha) in organized society.”’ But the Labour
must take to that programme intelligently and
zealously. ‘ The labourers do not know their own

strength,’ he deplores in the Harijan (25-2-1938),

‘otherwise what is there to prevent them from
pooling their own sources and dictate terms as
the employers do now ? That realization can
come only through acceptance of non-violence.'
The Labour has done well to prefer collective
agreement to compulsory arbitration. We have
no doubt that it would work out also its n

counterpart and sanetion which is the construc-
tive programme.

1-11-51 R. J. SOMAN -
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SHRI VINOBA'S TELANGANA TOUR
v :
April 19, Tangadpalli, (Fifth halt, 10 miles).
Restoration of Family Peace

Fotir of the trustees and a few Harijans were present
at the time of our departure from Pochampalll. Vinobaji
explained to them the responsibilities of co-operative
farming before leaving for Tangadpalll, the next halt.
Several persons followed us singing bhajens and
Ramadhuns for a mile. At last Vinobajl stopped them, say-
ing with folded hands, “andriki namaskaram” ie.
namaskar to all. The people in return bowed down with
devotion and returned. We reached Tangadpalli at 8 a.m.
passing by three villages on the way. The news of
bhoodan had spread all over. People, therefore, came in
small and large groups all along the way with a black
kambal (woolen blanket) on the shoulder and a stick in
the hand of each to greet and have a hearty darshan of
Vinoba. They had already heard of Vinoba's visit to the

* distressed, but the latest form of the legend was that, a

devotee of God, a son of Gandhi, had come to distribute
lands to the poor.

There was a big forest of palins on the way. We were”

told that prior to police action the forest was so thick
that one could hardly find one's way out of it.” It was
not half so thick now. The reason they gave was that
during the no-rule period, after the police action, people
felled the trees as they willed for building their houses,
and even making a trade.

On arriving at Tangadpalli, we learnt that there were
two parties in the village. There was an old quarrel
between two blood brothers. They had spent a good deal
in litigation etc. and the village was divided into two
factions on account of these two men. Shri Vyankata
Reddi, one of the two was our host. The other was
Narsinha Reddi. Vyankata Reddi generally lived at Hyde
rabad due to the fear of the Communists, and had arrived
here especially on account of our visit. The other brother
lived In the neighbouring house. The gquarrel was per-
sonal, but even so while one of the brothers was supposed
to be a sy hizer of the C lists the other was
regarded a Congress-Government man. The villagers told

Vinobaji very plainly that the quarrel of these two bro-

thers was ruining the whole wvillage. Vinoba talked to
both of them in his own way, in the presence of all.
‘“How long are you going to live ?” he asked.
“ Our one leg is in the grave and the other in the
house,” replied one of them. The other coneurred.
“What for is this discord and waste then 7" asked
Vinobaji.
*We shall act up to your orders.”
“ Will you respect the decision of an arbitrator 7"
“We will,”

A great burden was removed from the minds of the
people. But Vinoba's work did not end with this. In the
evening during his post-prayer speech he seated both of
them on the dais, and told the people how the two brothers
had quarrelled till then lke Bhima and Jarasandha, and
how their dispute was finally settled that day. Both
offered their pranams to Vinobaji. They embraced each
other on the dals, declared a donation of 90 acres for the
landless and promised to serve the village in the future.
To the one, who had left the vlllage for Hyderabad,

Vinobaji said that it was no more necessary for him to

do so. He also told the villagers that it should be un-
bearable for them that somebody should leave their village
through fear. They must determine to live and die to-
gether. He asked them to be fearless and to be free
from the drink evil. In his speech he impressed on the
minds of the audience how, so Ear as India was concerned,
non-violence was the only way. (A fuller report of his
speech may be read in the Hindi Sarvodaya of June 1951).

' On their way back to their homes, people talked
among themselves how ninety acves of land meant a per-
manent source of llvelihood for 90 people in the village.

It became the sole topic of their talks. Yesterday Vinobaji
had received one hundred acres, today he received ninety.
The Communists had given only promises which had pro-
ved empty. Vinobaji made land actually available to them.
Bhoodan had begun to work.

In the evening, the good-will and the healthy effort of
the whole day reached a climax. The two brothers and their
cousins who had not dined together for at least 25 years,
sat together in a dinner. The elder brother’s wife served
them herself. Narsinha Reddi was so much moved that
he desired to accompany Vinobajl in his tour for a few
days. Vinohaji gladly gave his t. He also purchased
all the Sarvodaya literature available.

Thus one more aspect of the Telangana problem in
the form of family and other internal disputes was re-
vealed. The doctor had diagnosed the disease accurately
and suggested the prescription suited to each case. In
place of fear and bitterness, seeds of fraternity and mutual
love were sown. The atmosphere of the 'vl]Iage was
changed.

(Translated from Hindi)

D. M.

APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE, GOVERNMENT
OFFICERS AND WORKERS OF GUJARAT
Migration of Cattle from Bhal to Satpuda Range

Organized migration of cattle of famine-
stricken area of Bhal has begun. About 2,000
cattle with their owners have already left their
homes and are searching for shelter where our
sacred mother cow can be saved. 4,000 more
cattle are ready to move as soon as they get some
facility elsewhere. Today in this desert-like and
famme-stricken area of Bhal, there is neither
grass nor water for the maintenance of cattle ;
however, for the present, Government has given
some facility in the mountain area of Satpuda and
Songadh-Vyara. Words cannot describe the
sufferings of these people in leaving their hearths
at such a critical time; only those who expe-
rience it can know it. Government, no doubt, is
there to help them in its own way, but people
also can share in the sufferings of these cattle-
breeders, by showing their heart-felt sympathy
towards them. Life of cattle has become an
impossibility in this area. Bhal Nalkantha Go-
palak Union makes all possible efforts for the
migration of each and every cattle-breeder of
this area. To reach their destination, these people
shall have to pass through Cambay, Dhuvavan,
Kaveli, Jambusar, Broach, Ankleshwar, Surat etc.
It is our earnest desire that these people can
move smoothly and peacefully. Government,
will, of course, help them in all possible manner
to make their movement as smooth as possible,
but people in respective areas are also hereby
requested to help these unfortunate migrators in
their own ways, within the limits of law. We
know that these areas are also suffering from
the same difficulties ; yet we hope that workers,
youths and student unions of those areas will
take up this work and share in their sufferings.
Effect of famine is everywhere, but that effect
has made these people most miserable. Our sense
ofdutyandtheliftlehelpwecanrend.ertothem
in their sufferings will be a great BOON for
them.

' 24-10-'51 SANTBAL


















